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The choice of problems is the 
primary determinant of what one 

accomplishes in science
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David G Thomas, receiving his half of the 1969 Buckley Prize  we shared
from Nobelist Luis Alvarez, the 1969 President of the American Physical Society.  

Thomas went on to a distinguished career in the administration of Bell Laboratories
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'I ask myself whether the problem I am considering is one to 
which I am likely to be able to make a contribution’

Linus Pauling
 
1901-1994
Nobel Foundation



My 1974 paper on kinetic proof-reading was important in my 

approach to biological problems. 

It led me to think about the function of the structure of reaction 

networks in biology, rather than the structure of the molecules 

themselves. 



How mind emerges from brain is to me the deepest 

question posed by our humanity 
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